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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 



RURAL BUS SERVICES 
Report of Local Enquiries 

Introduction 



Jack Committee Report 

1. A Committee under the Chairmanship of Professor D. T. Jack was set up 
by the Minister of Transport in 1959 to study rural bus services. Their report, 
published in March 1961®, concluded that the decline in rural bus services 
caused hardship to a few people and inconvenience to more. 

2. Among the possible solutions considered by the Committee were the 
carriage of fare-paying passengers on school buses, preference for existing stage 
service operators in awarding school bus contracts, extended use of mini-buses, 
combination of the carriage of goods and passengers by ‘village carriers’, and 
carriage of passengers in ‘postal buses’. 

3. The Committee’s major recommendation was a measure of financial aid 
to support rural bus services. They were not, however, unanimous about the 
most suitable form this aid should take. A majority favoured direct subsidies 
met partly by the rates and partly by the Exchequer and administered by County 
Councils; a minority favoured fuel tax remission, either generally or on rural 
or selected rural routes only. 

4. Similarly, there was no unanimity among the local authorities and other 
interests who were consulted on the Committee’s report. 

Other reports 

5. The report of the Highland Transport Enquiry on bus services, published 
in December 1961™, and the report of the Council for Wales and Monmouth- 
shire on rural transport, published in September 1962 (ill> , agreed generally with 
the Jack Committee’s analysis of the degree of hardship and inconvenience, but 
differed as to the source of a subsidy and the methods of its administration. 

Local surveys 

6. In order to assist further consideration of the problem, factual studies 
covering transport availability, travel needs, and actual travelling, were arranged 
by the Minister in six selected rural areas in 1963. The main results of these 



(i) Ministry of Transport: Rural Bus Services, Report of the Committee, published 
by h.m.s.o. price 4s. 6d. (Code No. 55-390). 

(ii) Ministry of Transport: Highland Transport Enquiry, Bus Services in the High- 
lands and Islands, published by h.m.s.o. price Is. 3d. (Code No. 55-395). 

(iii) The Council for Wales and Monmouthshire: Report on the Rural Transport 
Problem in Wales, published by h.m.s.o. price 3s. 6d, (Cmnd. 1821). 
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surveys were published in December 1963 (Iv) . These surveys confirmed the 
diagnosis of the Jack Committee that lack of public transport in rural areas 
was the cause of some hardship and inconvenience. But they also showed that 
this varied considerably in degree according to locality and that (as the Jack 
Committee had foreshadowed) much the greater part of rural travel was now 
by private transport; only about 10 per cent, of all journeys in the areas surveyed 
were made by public transport. 

Local enquiries 

7. After further consultations with the Associations representing local autho- 
rities and bus operators, the Minister announced in March 1964 that he intended 
to arrange local enquiries with a view to testing the validity of the various 
remedies that had been suggested by mounting practical experiments in selected 
rural areas. 



Local Enquiries 

Appointment and terms of reference 

8. Local enquiries were arranged in four rural areas in England and Wales. 
Three of these were the areas in Lincolnshire, Montgomeryshire and Westmor- 
land which were the subject of surveys in 1963 and the fourth was an area in 
Northamptonshire north of Brackley. Maps of the four areas are appended to 
this report. 

9. An enquiry team was appointed by the Minister in each area, comprising 
an independent Chairman and representatives of local authorities, bus operators 
and appropriate local voluntary organisations, with the following terms of 
reference : 

‘To enquire into possible remedies for the passenger transport problems 
arising in the area and to make recommendations to the Minister as to the 
most appropriate practical solution’. 

The hope was expressed that where need was shown first priority would be given 
to ideas for practical improvements which could be carried out at once with the 
co-operation and agreement of all concerned, within the existing legal frame- 
work. A list of the authorities and organisations represented on each team is 
at Appendix I. 

10. The four teams have now completed their work and the investigations 
made and experiments mounted are described below, together with the conclu- 
sions reached by the teams. All the additional or modified bus services described, 
including school buses carrying fare-paying passengers, were operated with the 
appropriate licences or approvals from the Traffic Commissioners. 

Acknowledgments 

11. This opportunity is taken to record the Minister’s thanks to the Chairmen 
and to the voluntary members of the local teams for their work on these 
enquiries. In many cases, as well as attendance at meetings, individual members 



(iv) Ministry of Transport: Rural Transport Surveys, Report of Preliminary Results, 
published by h.m.s.o., price Is. 6d. (Code No. 55—409). 
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of teams spent much time in personal visits and enquiries to obtain the basic 
information upon which experiments were founded. The Minister greatly 
appreciates the effort and co-operation received from all concerned. 

12. The Minister is also appreciative of the help given by local authorities, 
especially the County Councils concerned in mounting the enquiries; of the 
financial contributions made by local authorities to the costs of certain of the 
experiments carried out (which were authorised by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government for this special purpose under section 136 of the Local 
Government Act 1948); and of the contributions made by bus operators in 
introducing service improvements from their own resources. 



Lincolnshire: North-West of Horncastle 

Description of area 

13. The enquiry area is a sparsely populated Wold district situated five miles 
north-west of Horncastle and seven miles south-west of Louth (map 1). It com- 
prises the villages of Donington-on-Bain, Stenigot, Market Stainton, Cawkwell, 
Asterby, Ranby, Goulceby, and Scamblesby, and parts of the parish of Benni- 
worth. About 800 people live in the area, mainly in the villages, which have 
populations of from 35 to 290. The territory is entirely agricultural. 

Existing services 

14. Donington and Benniworth had a daily bus service to Louth and Lincoln. 
Cawkwell, Scamblesby, Asterby and Goulceby were served by a bus to Louth 
and Horncastle on two weekdays. Stenigot, Market Stainton, Donington and 
Ranby lie on a route served by a bus to Louth on Wednesdays, and to Louth 
and Horncastle on Saturdays. All these services (indicated on map 1) were 
provided by the Lincolnshire Road Car Company Ltd., the main bus operator 
in Lincolnshire, and were stated by the Company to be already unremunerative. 

Meetings 

15. The team first met in May 1964 and eight meetings in all were held. A 
small working party, set up to make a detailed study of the unmet needs of the 
area, met on a further nine occasions. 

Evaluation of unmet needs 

16. The unmet needs of the area were gauged by means of a questionnaire to 
local residents, extensive personal visiting and enquiries, and by holding local 
meetings. 

17. On the information thus acquired it was concluded that there was a need 
for a daily bus mornings and evenings to cater for persons living in Donington, 
Stenigot, Market Stainton, Cawkwell, Asterby, Goulceby and Scamblesby, who 
were employed in Louth. There were also some special unmet needs in relation 
to visits to doctors, dentists, clinics and hospitals, the collection of prescriptions, 
pensions and allowances, and possibly shopping expeditions. The greatest hard- 
ship appeared to be among the elderly, school-leavers, and housewives. 
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Experimental bus services on unserved routes 

18. Thirty-three people in the area said that they required regular transport 
daily to and from work in Louth. The team considered that a weekday bus 
service from Welsdale Bottom via Donington, Asterby and Scamblesby to 
Louth arriving at 8.45 a.m. and leaving at 5.40 p.m. would meet this need. 
Additionally it was thought that some of the special unmet needs referred to 
in paragraph 17 might be satisfied by such a service. On the evidence of need, 
it was reasonable to hope that the service would be economically viable. An 
experimental service was accordingly introduced in September 1964 by the 
Lincolnshire Road Car Company. The route is indicated on map 1. The 
Ministry of Transport and the Lincolnshire County Council jointly guaranteed 
the service in equal shares up to a maximum of £21 per week, based on minimum 
operating costs, for a 13-week trial period. 

19. The full results are shown at Appendix 11 (1). After a slow start the load- 
ings improved up to the third week when 133 passengers were carried producing 
a revenue of £9 5s. 4 d. (44 per cent, of guaranteed costs). Then after a drop 
the loading figures again improved to a total of 133 passengers in the sixth 
week producing £9 Is. 2d. After that, however, the figures dropped again and 
for the remainder of the experiment loadings continued well below the level of 
the third and sixth weeks. 

20. Owing to this lack of support the service was discontinued, with the 
agreement of the enquiry team, in December 1964. In the full 13 weeks there 
was a financial shortfall of £172 Os. Old. (63 per cent, of guarantee). 

21. In the result, it appeared to the team that a single bus in each direction 
was not sufficiently attractive to the 33 people who said they would regularly 
use such a service to get to and from work in Louth. They went to work at 
different times; they had different days off; and what to some of them was 
regular use proved not to be daily use. Those that had other means of trans- 
port, e.g. shared cars, may also have been influenced by the fact that the bus 
service was only to run for a trial period. 

22. On the other hand, there was ground for concluding that some of those 
who were passengers on the Wednesday and Saturday morning journeys to 
Louth (on these days the numbers were more substantial) used the service as 
an alternative to the existing service later in the morning (loadings on this 
service significantly declined). 

23. The 9 p.m. Saturday evening service from Louth to Donington was 
extended experimentally by the Lincolnshire Road Car Company in Septembei 
1964 (without guarantee) to serve Benniworth, Market Stainton, Ranby, 
Asterby and Scamblesby. The route is indicated on map 1. The only passengers 
carried were 1, 2 and 1 in the third, seventh and eighth week respectively and 
the experiment was brought to an end with the team’s agreement in December 
1964. 

24. The team’s general conclusion was that the preservation of a reasonable 
level of rural bus services was dependent on financial aid from outside the bus 
industry, and that this issue warranted consideration at national level. 
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Experimental improvements to existing services 

25. An additional journey on Wednesday afternoons (market day) from 
Benniworth to Louth, and modifications to existing routes to enable two addi- 
tional departures on Saturdays from Louth to Benniworth, were introduced in 
September 1964 by the Lincolnshire Road Car Company without guarantee. 
Only a few people made use of the extra facilities, but after the initial three 
months the Company agreed to continue them for an indefinite trial period. 

Use of mini-buses 

26. The team considered the possible use of mini-bus type vehicles as an 
alternative to the conventional type bus. They felt unable to recommend the 
use of the mini-bus by regular operators : its carrying capacity was limited (for 
example, it could not even cope with some of the better loads carried on the 
unsuccessful experimental bus services to Louth); its operating costs were little 
less than those of a conventional bus, but due to its inability to handle the few 
good loads offering, it was prevented from ‘gaining on the roundabouts what it 
had lost on the swings’; and it could not be kept sufficiently occupied with 
regular remunerative running. Enquiries failed to produce anyone willing to 
operate a regular service with a mini-bus in or near the area. 

Fare-paying passengers on school buses 

27. As an alternative to the abandoned experimental bus service referred to 
in paragraphs 18-22, arrangements were made for fare-paying passengers to 
travel, when there was room to spare, on two school contract buses operated 
by the Lincolnshire Road Car Company between Welsdale Bottom and Louth, 
and Cawkwell, Market Stainton and Louth respectively. The routes are indicated 
on map 1. This experiment began in December 1964 with the agreement of the 
County Education Department. Experimentally, the County Council agreed to 
continue payment to the bus operator in accordance with the existing school 
contract and to allow the operator to retain any fares collected. 

28. The numbers carried in this way have been few but reasonably steady. 
On the 59 schooldays on which the buses ran during the first three months of 
the experiment, 209 fare-paying passengers were carried (on average 3 to 4 per 
day) producing a total revenue of £25 l.r. 8 d. The full results are shown in 
Appendix II (2). The bus operator agreed to continue the experiment until the 
end of the 1965 summer term. 

29. Although the team had found it possible to recommend this experiment, 
and the result had shown that the additional facility had apparently been 
appreciated by a number of people who used it, they nevertheless felt that the 
use of school buses generally for ordinary passengers offered little scope. They 
were available on Mondays to Fridays during term time only, there were seldom 
many spare seats available for fare-paying passengers, and the times of the return 
journey in the afternoon were not generally convenient. 

Car sharing 

30. The team noted that car sharing as a means of people getting to and from 
work seemed to be a well-established practice in the area, but the numbers 
involved did not seem large enough to make viable a regular bus service for 
workers. The team thought that some modified form of licensing procedure to 
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authorise car-sharing with payments made by the individual passengers might 
be desirable provided this could be arranged without prejudicing the safeguards 
against abstraction of traffic from existing bus services. 

Car pool scheme 

31. The team gave considerable thought to a car pool scheme to meet welfare 
needs, particularly of elderly people, which it had been found difficult to satisfy 
with a regular bus service, such as occasional visits to doctors, dentists, etc., or 
visits to sick relatives. Under a scheme outlined by the team, people requiring 
transport would approach the Lindsey Old People’s Welfare Committee which 
would co-ordinate the operations of a volunteer car pool. This scheme was 
originally thought of as a service for the public generally which would not be 
subject to the public service vehicle licensing system although fares would be 
charged. (This would require legislation.) The team finally recommended, how- 
ever, a 12 months’ trial of a scheme limited to free transport for elderly people 
of pensionable age, subject to agreement on its organisation between the 
Ministry, the County Council and the Lindsey Old People’s Welfare Committee. 
They recommended that volunteer drivers’ running costs should be reimbursed 
on request at a flat rate of 4 d. per mile from funds provided in equal shares by 
the Ministry and the County Council. (The legal implications of such a scheme 
are being studied.) 

Liaison 

32. During the course of its work the team became aware of a lack of 
permanent liaison between the providers of transport services and transport 
users. It recommended that local authorities should be given a standing respon- 
sibility for regularly enquiring into these matters in the manner which had been 
undertaken in the present local enquiries. 

Other recommendations 

33. In considering the difficulties involved in having prescriptions made up 
and in getting medicine to patients in rural areas the team, having made some 
enquiries of the local medical authorities, felt that whilst improved transport 
arrangements could solve some of the problems there were also aspects relating 
to National Health Service administration, and the problems could with 
advantage be taken up with the Ministry of Health on a general basis. 

34. On the long-term planning aspect, the team felt that planning authorities 
should aim to arrange for village communities to be of such size and disposition 
as to provide for necessary facilities locally or to make the transport problem 
of access to them more tractable. 



Montgomeryshire: West of Welshpool 

Description of area 

35. The area, which is situated about 12 miles to the west of Welshpool, 
consists of parts of the parishes of Llangadfan, Llanfihangel, Llangyniew, 
Llanfair Caereinion, and Llanerfyl (map 2). It supports a population of about 
700, mainly engaged in agricultural work, and living in small settlements and 
scattered farms. 
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Existing services 

36. Only Llanfair Caereinion and the south-eastern edge of the area were 
served by a daily bus service, run by Crosville Motor Services Ltd. to Welshpool 
and Oswestry. All their services in the area were stated by this Company to be 
unremunerative. Other outlying communities were served by market day buses 
run by smaller operators (T. Davies and Son, Mr. J. S. Hughes and Mr. W. T. L. 
Hughes) to Llanfyllin, Oswestry and Welshpool. All these services are indicated 
on map 2. Dolanog (population 32) and Llwydiarth (population 30) had no bus 
service at all. 

Meetings 

37. The team first met in June 1964 and four meetings in all were held. A 
small working party, set up to examine specific problems, met on a further five 
occasions. 

Evaluation of unmet needs 

38. The working party sought to establish the unmet needs of the area by 
means of personal enquiries, based on a prepared questionnaire, and by a press 
notice asking people living in the area who had travel difficulties to give details. 

39. One demand appeared to be for the reinstatement of the market day 
service from Dolanog to Welshpool which had been suspended six months 
earlier on the death of the operator. Some dissatisfaction was expressed at the 
absence of a market day service to Oswestry. Other unmet travel needs related 
to attending the ante-natal clinic at Welshpool; market day travel from Foel, 
Llangadfan, and Llwydiarth to Llanfyllin; domestic and business travel from 
Llwydiarth; and in the case of a few individuals, travelling to work from remote 
areas. 

Experimental bus service on unserved route 

40. To meet the needs of 25 people in the Llangyniew Parish who had 
expressed a need for a market day service to Welshpool, the Dolanog to Welsh- 
pool market day service, which had been discontinued in December 1963, was 
reinstated by Mr. R. G. Gittins, the son of the former operator, on an experi- 
mental basis for a trial period of three months. The service, which started in 
November 1964, provided a journey at 10 a.m. from Dolanog on Mondays, 
returning from Welshpool at 2.30 p.m. The route is indicated on map 2. The 
Ministry of Transport and the County Council jointly guaranteed the running 
costs of the service in equal shares up to a maximum of £3 5s. per return 
journey run. The full results are shown at Appendix II (3). 

41. The total number of passengers for the 12 Mondays on which the service 
operated was 146 (average 12 per day). Total receipts came to £20 3 s. leaving 
£18 17x. to be met by the guarantee (48 per cent, of running costs). It was not 
considered worthwhile to continue the service beyond the experimental period, 
and it was withdrawn in February 1965. 

Experimental improvements to existing services 

42. In order to meet the needs of passengers (particularly those attending 
ante-natal clinic) wishing to spend more time in Welshpool, the operator of the 
Foel-Welshpool market day service (Mr. J. S. Hughes) arranged in July 1964 
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to change the departure time for the return journey to Foel from 2.20 p.m. to 
3.30 p.m. other than on days when his school contract commitments, for which 
he used the same vehicle, required that the return journey commence not later 
than 2.20 p.m. The later timing was appreciated and the experiment was 
continued throughout the school holidays. 

43. Consideration was given to the diversion, on one day a week, of the 
Crosville Company’s daily service between Llanfair Caereinion and Oswestry to 
Pontrobert to cater for people in that area wishing to travel to Oswestry on 
market day. It was found by a census that passengers using the existing service 
did not favour the proposed diversion or an earlier departure time which would 
have allowed a longer stay in Oswestry. The service already ran at a loss and 
it was felt that, in view of the limited number of passengers requiring travel 
from Pontrobert, more harm than good might result because the proposed 
diversion would add 15 minutes to the journey time of regular users who might 
in consequence seek alternative means of travel. The team concluded that it 
would be best not to jeopardise the existing service and the suggestion was 
therefore not pursued. 

44. Consideration was given to the provision of an experimental feeder 
service from the Llwydiarth area to connect once a month with each of the bus 
services to and from Oswestry and Llanfyllin on market days. It was proposed 
that this service should be run by Mr. T. Davies, one of the local bus operators, 
using a large car. The costs of the service (which would have needed to be 
guaranteed) were estimated at 25 s. per day against revenue of 5s. or 6 j. per day. 
It was thought that the passengers would not be prepared to pay fares greatly 
in excess of equivalent bus fares. The team were doubtful about embarking on 
the experiment, and it was not pursued. 

Fare-paying passengers on school buses 

45. The team suggested that operators of school contract buses in the area 
should be authorised to carry adult fare-paying passengers. The County Educa- 
tion Authority were agreeable, provided that there was room on the vehicle 
after giving the pupils first priority. Those of the operators engaged in school 
contract operation who were approached felt, however, for various reasons 
(such as that there were few spare seats in school buses, that some school 
services ran partly over routes covered by stage carriage services, that few adult 
passengers would find the school bus timings convenient, and that the extra 
revenue would be small) that it was not worth their while to apply for road 
service licences for this purpose. The team concluded that in their area the 
demand for this measure did not warrant further action on their part. 

Car sharing 

46. To meet a very small but regular need for people to travel to work and 
return every day, the team considered the possibility of legalising the carriage 
of, and advertisement of the carriage of, passengers in private cars for payment 
within certain limits (for example, to authorise lifts to named persons on named 
routes not served by public transport, not involving the abstraction of traffic 
from existing bus services, and between specified times morning and evening). 
The bus operator representatives on the team expressed concern that it would 
not be practicable to control such operation and drew attention to the dangers 

10 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



of abstraction from already unremunerative services that might thereby arise. 
Agreement was reached, however, to the mounting of an experiment in this 
area, which could be arranged without affecting other services, if volunteer car 
owners were found to take part. It was proposed that the service should run 
from the Foel-Llanerfyl area to Llanfair Caereinion to connect with existing 
bus services to Welshpool, and that the car-owners should be reimbursed the 
additional licensing and insurance costs incurred for the purposes of the experi- 
ment. Arrangements were made to assist the car owner with advice about 
licensing and insurance requirements. Unfortunately, although some car owners 
had earlier expressed interest, no volunteers were in the event forthcoming. The 
main difficulty appeared to be the reluctance of private car owners to tie them- 
selves to a regular timetable, and it was also envisaged that the passengers, 
although they would benefit by a regular service, might be deterred by the cost 
as compared with free lifts on which they currently relied. The experiment was 
therefore not pursued. 

Car pool scheme 

47. It was felt that the occasional needs of old people, and the emergency 
needs of residents generally, could best be met by use of the private car hire 
services available in the area and by voluntary private car transport operated 
under an accepted scheme of organised self-help. It was agreed that the needs 
and possibilities of assistance, as a development of the existing work of welfare 
organisations, should be explored by the local authorities. 

Composite timetables 

48. The team suggested that the County Council might consider the usefulness 
of composite timetables giving details of all bus services in and immediately 
around the area, with notes on specific connections to nearby towns, hospitals, 
markets and resorts, etc., together with advice on sources of further informa- 
tion, which would be of value to people who use public transport and also help 
bus operators by encouraging bus travel. 

Liaison 

49. The team formed the opinion that, although there was reasonably good 
consultation between local authorities and the larger bus operators, there was 
a need to promote formal working machinery for consultation at local level 
between local authorities and the smaller bus operators in the county as a whole. 

Private hire facilities 

50. The team also thought that some local register of the private car hire 
services available in the area should be established in order to assist local 
residents who may require transport urgently. A list of these facilities was 
compiled from information supplied by parish representatives and others. 

51. It was suggested that this information might be included in the Post 
Office telephone directory, or that local authorities might arrange for this 
information to be available at local post offices or village halls. 

Postal buses 

52. The team considered the possibilities of combining postal deliveries with 
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bus services but concluded that the delivery and collection times and routes 
required by the Post Office were not convenient for passenger travel. 

Village carrier 

53. The team also discussed the advantages and disadvantages of a combined 
passenger and goods service using the same vehicle, but agreed that nothing 
had emerged from the enquiry which pointed to this type of service as a practical 
solution to any of the travel needs in the area. 

Westmorland: South-east of Appleby 

Description of area 

54. The area comprises the parishes of Murton, Warcop, Musgrave, Asby and 
Ormside (map 3). Situated eight miles north of Kirkby Stephen and approxi- 
mately 3|r miles south-east of Appleby, partly in the Eden Valley and partly on 
the Pennine fell slopes, this area supports a population of about 900 spread 
among three principal villages, several small hamlets and scattered farmhouses. 
They find employment mainly in dairy and sheep farming in the Eden valley 
and sheep and stock raising on the fell slopes. 

Existing services 

55. The villages of Warcop, Sandford and Great Musgrave had a daily bus 
service to Appleby and Kirkby Stephen (where there were connecting bus or 
rail services) but the fellside villages of Murton and Hilton had only a service 
to Appleby on Tuesday and Saturday. These services, provided by Ribble 
Motor Services Ltd., were either unremunerative or marginally profitable. Asby 
and Ormside had a weekday service to Appleby, and Asby also had a Monday 
service to Kirkby Stephen. Both services were provided by a local operator, 
Thomas Robinson, who was also the main contractor for school bus services in 
the area. Other services, operated by G. E. Brown and Son (G.N.E. Motor 
Services) passed through the area; a daily stage service from Darlington to 
Carlisle with scheduled picking up points at Brough, Warcop Road End and 
Appleby, and an express service on three days a week in summer from Middles- 
brough to Keswick picking up at Brough and Appleby. All existing services are 
indicated on map 3. 

Meetings 

56. The team first met in May 1964 and seven meetings in all were held. 
Evaluation of unmet needs 

57. The members of the team, most of them being residents in or near the 
area and representative of many local interests, were well acquainted with such 
passenger transport problems as existed. The team ascertained that there had 
been no cessation or curtailment of established bus services in the area, despite 
the several factors, such as increased costs of operation, motor fuel tax and 
declining numbers of passengers, which had led to difficulties elsewhere. The 
team’s deliberations were therefore directed towards recommending, not sub- 
stitutes for or reinstatement of services which had been withdrawn, but improve- 
ment of long standing and continuing facilities. Suggested improvements fell 
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under three main headings : better connections between bus services and between 
bus and train services; re-routing of certain bus services through unserved or 
sparsely served villages, or improvements there by any other means ; and better 
services for visitors from the area to patients in hospital at Carlisle and Ormside. 

Experimental improvements to existing services 

'58. The team recommended several minor alterations in the nature of time- 
table improvements and diversions, which were implemented. These included 
the diversion of certain buses on the Kirkby Stephen to Appleby route to serve 
Musgrave, and of others on this route to make better connections at Appleby 
West Station. But they found the scope of such alterations to be limited in 
practice, particularly in the sphere of re-routing, because of the need for caution 
in balancing the gain to the public on an altered route with the loss of facilities 
to the public on the old one. 

Car pool scheme 

59. The team recommended that private cars should be used for carrying 
passengers for payment on occasional journeys for hospital visiting. These 
people were too few in number to justify the operation of a bus, or even a 
minibus. The scheme envisaged is a development from an arrangement already 
in force in Westmorland whereby the County Council arrange free transport 
for patients to be taken to hospital if they are not so ill as to require an ambu- 
lance, either in taxis or by a volunteer car owner. As proposed by the team, 
persons wishing to use the service would apply to some nominated local person, 
probably a volunteer worker or parish council representative. This person 
would then call upon a vehicle owner on a local list or alternatively a nominated 
officer of the County Council would arrange for the hiring of the required 
vehicle. The team considered that in the case of the new categories to which the 
scheme would be extended, such as hospital visitors, it would be reasonable 
to charge fares. In order to guard against any harmful abstraction from existing 
transport services, the arrangement would be subject to a simple certification 
procedure by the Traffic Commissioners to show that public transport was not 
available, but not to the full licensing procedure. This scheme has not been 
tried out in practice since it would involve legislation. 

60. The team envisaged that if such a scheme worked satisfactorily and 
inexpensively for hospital visitors, it could be extended to other members of 
the public living in communities not served by public transport, to attend 
doctors’ surgeries, clinics, welfare centres, and the like. If it proved to be 
self-supporting it might indeed be extended to the public generally without 
doing harm to existing services. Such a scheme seemed preferable to subsidised 
bus services for the small numbers involved. 

Fare-paying passengers on school buses 

61. At the request of the team the local operator (Thomas Robinson) applied 
for and obtained a road service licence in June 1964 to enable fare-paying 
passengers to be carried on three of his school contract services operating 
between Appleby and Asby. The routes are indicated on map 3. In the first 16 
days of operation, 67 fare-paying passengers were carried and at the end of 
three months they continued to average 20 per week. Although the figures were 
not substantial the operator agreed to continue the service indefinitely. Receipts 
from fares were repaid in full to the County Council. 

13 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Award of school bus contracts 

62. The team recommended that the Ministry of Transport and Department 
of Education and Science should consider giving general advice to education 
authorities in connection with the award of school contracts. Attention should 
be drawn to the importance, when awarding contracts, of giving some weight 
to whether the tenderer did or did not bear the burden of providing unremunera- 
tive or marginally profitable stage or express services in the locality, and of 
considering what may be the effect on those services of awarding the contract 
to one or other of the tenderers. The team considered that it would be unreason- 
able to say that the provider of unremunerative regular services should auto- 
matically be awarded school contracts, but it was equally unreasonable in the 
given circumstances for the amount of the tender to be the sole factor in award- 
ing contracts. They recommended also that education authorities should be 
encouraged to permit spare seats available on school contract buses operating 
on routes which were not served by public transport to be used for ordinary 
fare-paying passengers; to remind the operators that they may apply to the 
Traffic Commissioners for a road service licence to carry such passengers on 
these contract journeys; and to consider how revenue earned by the carriage 
of such passengers might be shared between the education authority and the 
holder of the contract, so as to encourage the provision of these facilities in 
localities not served by public transport. 

Composite timetables 

63. The team suggested that in all rural areas there should be composite 
timetables of all local transport services in the district irrespective of by whom 
those services are provided. Evidence emerged during the team’s enquiries that 
even among people in rural areas who take more than a mild interest in the 
matter there was a lack of knowledge of the connections possible. They recom- 
mended that the timetables should be compiled by the major operator at the 
request of the parish council; the council would itself or through some local 
voluntary body take responsibility for making copies available. It was thought 
that a self-help arrangement of this kind might well lead parish councils to take 
more interest in their transport services, be of benefit to the public, and by 
encouraging bus travel help the bus operators. Ribble Motor Services Ltd. 
expressed their willingness to co-operate, as an experiment, in any measures 
initiated by parish councils on these lines in the area. 

Liaison 

64. The team recommended that there should be standing machinery for 
consultation, as informal as possible, between a few representatives of a parish 
council (or the councils of neighbouring parishes) and of the operators con- 
cerned. This would provide a means of keeping services attuned to the needs 
of the area, and of promoting mutual understanding. It was thought that if 
meetings were not more frequent than, say, once every six or twelve months, 
they would not be burdensome. Ribble Motor Services Ltd. expressed their 
willingness to co-operate, as an experiment, in any measures initiated by parish 
councils on these lines in the area. 

Other solutions 

65. The team considered several other possibilities for providing rural 

14 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



passenger transport as mentioned in the Jack Committee’s Report. They con- 
cluded, however, that action on the lines recommended by the team offered the 
best means of dealing with the problem in the Westmorland area. 



Northamptonshire : North of Brackley 

Description of area 

66. The area consists of the parishes of Helmdon, Radstone, Whitfield and 
Syresham (map 4). Roughly four miles square, it lies about seven miles east of 
Banbury, one mile north of Brackley, and 13 miles south-west of Northampton. 
The four parishes which it contains had the following populations according 
to the 1961 census; Helmdon 48 1 ; Radstone 73 ; Whitfield 156 and Syresham 652. 
The trunk road A.43 runs through Brackley to Northampton passing within a 
quarter-mile of Whitfield and skirting Syresham on the south. The area is 
entirely agricultural. 

Existing services 

67. Helmdon had daily connections to Banbury, a service to Towcester three 
days a week, and a service to Northampton two days a week. Syresham and 
Whitfield had daily connections to Banbury, Brackley, Towcester and 
Northampton. Radstone and some of the smaller settlements, however, had 
no service whatever. The major operators of daily services were the Birmingham 
and Midland Motor Omnibus Company Ltd. (Midland Red) and the United 
Counties Omnibus Company Ltd. The area was also served by two local 
operators, R. J. and J. V. Jeffs (Jeffs’ Coaches), and H. Webster (Webster’s 
Coaches). Another operator, Mr. A. D. Grainge, had applied to the Traffic 
Commissioners to extend their Saturday service between Biddlesden and 
Buckingham to serve Syresham before the local enquiries began; and the 
application was granted in August 1964. All these services are indicated on 
map 4. 

Meetings 

68. The team first met in June 1964 and five meetings in all were held. A 
sub-committee also met to examine certain items in detail and report to the 
main team. 

Evaluation of unmet needs 

69. Representatives of the four parishes were consulted as to unmet needs. 
Amongst the suggestions made, all four parishes placed in the forefront of 
their needs better bus services for journeys to and from doctors’ and dentists’ 
surgeries in Brackley. The Radstone representatives indicated that any bus 
service would be an improvement as there was none within two miles of the 
village. The Syresham and Whitfield representatives felt that a regular and fairly 
frequent bus service should be provided as a social service whether or not it 
was regularly used. 

Experimental bus services on unserved routes 

70. On the recommendation of the team, a Friday morning (market day) bus 
from Helmdon via Radstone to Brackley and return was introduced for a 
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13-week trial period beginning in November 1964. The route is indicated on 
map 4. The service was operated by Jeffs’ Coaches under a financial guarantee 
of up to £2 per week which the Brackley Borough Council agreed to provide. 
The team were assured by the operators in this experiment (and in all others in 
the area which were subject to a financial guarantee) that costs had been cut to 
a minimum in calculating the guarantee figure. The full results are shown at 
Appendix II (4). Receipts from fares never fell below 13s. 6d. a week and 
reached a maximum of £1 17s. 6d. Total receipts came to £14 6s. leaving 
£11 14s. to be met by the guarantee (45 per cent, of operating costs.) At the 
end of the trial period the Brackley Chamber of Trade agreed to undertake the 
whole of the financial guarantee for the continuance of the service for a further 
three months, subject to a review of the timing in the course of this period. In 
the light of the poor loadings and receipts during the further three months 
period (shown at Appendix II (4) ), the Chamber of Trade subsequently 
decided that they could not continue to guarantee beyond this period. The 
operator withdrew the service after 14th May 1965. 

71. A Tuesday evening bus from Helmdon via Radstone to Brackley and 
return was also introduced by Jeffs’ Coaches in January 1965. The team had 
recommended this to facilitate visits to doctors’ surgeries in Brackley. The 
service was to operate for a trial period of 13 weeks under a guarantee of £2 
per week provided jointly by the Ministry of Transport and the County Council 
in equal shares. The full results are shown at Appendix II (5). One passenger 
was carried on the first Tuesday (fare 2s. 6d.), no passenger on the second 
Tuesday, one passenger on the third (fare 2s. 6 d.) and no passenger on the 
fourth or fifth Tuesday. The financial shortfall then stood at £9 15 j. (97 per 
cent, of guaranteed costs) and with the team’s agreement the experiment was 
thereupon terminated. 

72. A further attempt by the team to bring public transport to Radstone was 
the extension to that village of an existing service from Banbury to Helmdon 
operated by Webster’s Coaches on Thursday mornings. The route is indicated 
on map 4. The extension to Radstone was introduced in January 1965 to 
operate for a trial period of 13 weeks under a guarantee of £1 per week provided 
jointly by the Ministry of Transport and the County Council in equal shares. 
The full results are shown at Appendix II (6). The experiment failed entirely to 
gain public support. On the first five Thursdays no passengers were carried on 
the extension; on the sixth and seventh Thursday one passenger was carried 
(fare As. 6rf. on each occasion) ; on the eighth Thursday again no passenger was 
carried. With the team’s agreement the extension was then withdrawn, the 
burden on the guarantee being £7 llr. (94 per cent, of operating costs). 

Experimental improvements to existing services 

73. The team made several recommendations for the improvement of the 
existing services to Syresham and Whitfield. As a result an additional journey 
from Brackley to Syresham and return on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday mornings and Friday afternoons were introduced by Midland Red in 
January 1965. These additional journeys were to operate for a trial of 13 weeks 
under a guarantee of £10 5 j. per week provided jointly by the Ministry of 
Transport and the County Council in equal shares. The full results are shown 
at Appendix II (7). Very little use was made of these additional facilities. During 
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five weeks’ operation, 50 journeys were made; on 34 of them no passengers 
were carried; on no other did the number of passengers exceed three. Total 
receipts in this period came to £1 3 s. 4 d. leaving £50 li. 8 d. to be met from 
the guarantee (98 per cent, of operating costs). It was then decided to terminate 
the experiment as soon as possible. 

74. A number of re-timings on the existing service from Banbury to Whitfield 
and Syresham were introduced by Midland Red on the recommendation of the 
team to provide an improved service for people visiting patients in Horton 
Hospital, Banbury on Thursdays and Sundays. This experiment was to operate 
for a trial period of 1 3 weeks under a guarantee of £1 \As. 6d. per week provided 
jointly by the Ministry of Transport and the County Council in equal shares. 
The full results are shown at Appendix II (8) and (9). About 6s. 6 d. of the 
weekly guarantee related to the revised Thursday service which proved to be 
successful. In each of the first five weeks of operation receipts from fares 
exceeded the guarantee figure by amounts ranging from 15s. 4 d. to £2 5s. 9d. 
Midland Red agreed to continue the service beyond the trial period indefinitely 
(without financial guarantee) provided that the level of demand did not alter 
materially; they have since applied to make the revised Thursday service 
permanent and the application has been granted by the Traffic Commissioners. 
The Sunday service, however, was very poorly patronised. In five weeks there 
was a financial shortfall of £5 10s. 5 d. (79 per cent, of guaranteed costs), and 
the team agreed that it should not continue. 

75. Another experiment on this route recommended by the team was to run 
the 10.30 p.m. late evening bus from Banbury (which normally turned at 
Brackley) through to Syresham on weekdays, arriving at 11.12 p.m. and return- 
ing at 1 1 . 1 5 p.m. Syresham’s last bus from Banbury and Brackley had previously 
been fairly early in the evening. The service, operated by Midland Red, was to 
have run for a trial period of 13 weeks under a guarantee of £3 3.r. 6d. per week 
provided jointly by the Ministry of Transport and the County Council in equal 
shares. The full results are shown at Appendix II (10). Support was again 
extremely poor. No passengers were carried between Brackley and Syresham 
on many of these late evening journeys, and never more than three. Receipts 
from fares during five weeks of operation totalled £2 15j. Id. leaving £12 lj. 11 d. 
to be met by the guarantee (76 per cent, of operating costs). It was then decided 
to terminate the experiment as soon as possible. 

76. On the other existing route in the area, serving Helmdon, a Sunday 
afternoon bus to Banbury which started from Greatworth (about 3J miles on 
the Banbury side of Helmdon), was changed to run 30 minutes earlier and start 
from Helmdon, with a corresponding extension on the return journey. This 
was recommended by the team to assist people in the Helmdon area who wished 
to visit patients in Horton Hospital, Banbury. The experiment, operated by 
Midland Red, was to have run for a trial period of 13 weeks under a guarantee 
of £1 Is. 6 d. per week provided jointly by the Ministry of Transport and the 
County Council in equal shares. The full results are shown at Appendix II (1 1). 
Total fare receipts on the extension over five Sundays came to £1 9$. 9 d. leaving 
£5 Is. 9 d. to be met by the guarantee (78 per cent, of operating costs). After a 
further three Sundays the experiment was terminated with the team’s agreement. 

77. When the progress of these experiments was under review, the view was 
expressed by one member of the team that a winter trial was not a fair test of 
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the viability of the experimental bus services and that a further trial should be 
made outside of the winter months. This did not, however, receive general 
support. 

78. Minor re-timings of existing services in the area were also made. 

Use of minibuses 

79. In considering this question the team noted that in a recent case before 
the Traffic Commissioners the economic and practical aspects of introducing 
minibus services in one area of Northamptonshire had been thoroughly 
explored and the Commissioners’ decision was against the proposal. It had been 
demonstrated that in an attempt to reach a very few isolated rural areas the 
operator would have had to rely on traffic abstracted from established services 
to achieve any semblance of economic operation. The experience of regular bus 
operators was that the savings represented by the smaller vehicle were not so 
great as might appear, since drivers’ wages represented the major share of 
operating costs, and that the larger type of bus or coach which would cater for 
50 schoolchildren on contract was suitable for workers’ services, private hire, 
excursions and tours and hire to other companies for weekends, as well as for 
market day stage services. 

Fare-paying passengers on school buses 

80. The team found no scope for this kind of operation in the area; there 
were seldom any spare seats, the buses ran only during term time, and passengers 
carried in them might be diverted from the ordinary bus services. 

Car sharing 

81. The representatives of bus operators on the team expressed the opinion 
that, apart from legal and insurance complications, car sharing schemes would 
be difficult to contain within a specified area and could constitute dangerous 
competition with the established bus services. The local authority representatives 
were doubtful about the reliability of services operated by private car owners 
on a voluntary basis, and there was no support from the other local repre- 
sentatives. 

Postal buses 

82. The team considered whether it would be worthwhile to approach the 
Post Office on the question of the use of mail vans for carrying passengers, but 
concluded that the times of operation of such vehicles, and their character and 
loading, made them unsuitable for such use. 

Use of ambulances 

83. The team considered whether the County Council’s ambulances stationed 
at Brackley could be used to convey patients from villages in the area to doctors’ 
surgeries in Brackley, It was found that ambulance journeys other than emer- 
gency journeys were programmed on the previous day according to need. 
Hence the journeys and routes varied considerably from day to day, and there 
could be no advance information of whether or not seats would be available on 
a particular day or on what route. On a suggestion by the Deputy County 
Ambulance Officer, however, the team recommended that all doctors within the 
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area should be informed that, subject to other commitments, the ambulance 
service were prepared to give, as in fact they already did, such help as they 
could in conveying doctors’ patients to surgeries at doctors’ request where no 
other means of transport was available. 

Remission of fuel tax 

84. The bus operators’ representatives in the area emphasized the heavy cost 
of maintaining rural services. Additional facilities could only be provided if 
financially supported, whether locally or nationally. They stated that a general 
remission of fuel tax would mean a benefit of over £900,000 a year to the 
Midland Red undertaking as a whole, which corresponded to the amount they 
were losing on 600 unremunerative services. The corresponding benefit to 
United Counties was stated to be about £200,000. One of the ways in which 
the advantages of such a remission could be passed on to the public would be 
the provision of more unremunerative services to the benefit of rural and other 
areas. Partial remission of fuel tax in a few rural areas would be of little use. 
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Appendix l 

Bodies represented on the Enquiry Teams 



Lincolnshire 

(Chairman — A. G. Curtis, Esq., O.B.E., M.Inst.T.) 

Lindsey County Council 
Horncastle Rural District Council 
Louth Rural District Council 
Benniworth Parish Council 
Donington-on-Bain Parish Council 
Scamblesby Parish Council 
Asterby and Goulceby Parish Meeting 
Stenigot Parish Meeting 

Lincolnshire Road Car Co. Ltd. (also representing Public Transport 
Association) 

Hudson Bus Company Ltd. 

Municipal Passenger Transport Association 
Passenger Vehicle Operators’ Association 
The Churches 

Lindsey County Federation of Women’s Institutes 
Lindsey and Holland Rural Community Council 
Lindsey Old People’s Welfare Committee 
National Farmers’ Union (Lincolnshire County Branch) 

National Union of Agricultural Workers 
Women’s Voluntary Service 

Montgomeryshire 
(Chairman — H. E. Robson, Esq.) 

Montgomeryshire County Council 
Llanfyllin Rural District Council 
Llanerfyl Parish Council 
Llanfair Caereinion Parish Council 
Llanfihangel Parish Council 
Llangadfan Parish Council 
Llangyniew Parish Council 

Montgomeryshire County Association of Parish Councils 

Crosville Motor Services (also representing Public Transport Association) 

Mid-Wales Motorways Ltd. 

R. G. Gittins, Dolanog (Bus Operator) 

S. Hughes, Llanfair Caereinion (Bus operator) 

W. T. L. Hughes, Llangyniew (Bus operator) 

Banwy Coaches, Llanerfyl (Bus operator) 

Municipal Passenger Transport Association 
Passenger Vehicle Operators’ Association 
The Church in Wales 

Council of Social Services for Wales and Monmouthshire 
Farmers’ Union of Wales, Montgomeryshire Branch 
Montgomeryshire Federation of Women’s Institutes 
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Montgomeryshire (continued) 

Montgomeryshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs 

Montgomeryshire Rural Community Council 

National Farmers’ Union (Montgomeryshire County Branch) 

National Union of Agricultural Workers 

Westmorland 

(Chairman — F. Williamson, Esq., C.B.E., M.Inst.T.) 

Westmorland County Council 

North Westmorland Rural District Council 

Asby Parish Council 

Murton Parish Council 

Musgrave Parish Council 

Ormside Parish Council 

Warcop Parish Council 

Ribble Motor Services Ltd. (also representing Public Transport Association) 
G.N.E. Motor Services, Darlington 
Thomas Robinson, Appleby (Bus operator) 

Municipal Passenger Transport Association 
Passenger Vehicle Operators’ Association 

National Farmers’ Union (Cumberland and Westmorland County Branch) 
Eden Vale Young Farmers’ Club 
Westmorland Federation of Women’s Institutes 

Northamptonshire 

(Chairman— J. R. Willis, Esq., C.B., M.C.) 

Northamptonshire County Council 

Brackley Borough Council 

Brackley Rural District Council 

Syresham Parish Council 

Whitfield Parish Council 

Helmdon & Radstone residents 

Northamptonshire Association of Parish Councils 

Birmingham and Midland Motor Omnibus Co. Ltd. (also representing 
Public Transport Association) 

United Counties Omnibus Co. Ltd. (also representing Public Transport 
Association) 

G. C. Amos, Rugby (Bus operator) 

A. D„ Grainge, Westbury (Bus operator) 

Jeffs’ Coaches, Helmdon 

D. A. Judd, Byfield (Bus Operator) 

H. Webster, Patishall (Bus operator) 

Municipal Passenger Transport Association 
Passenger Vehicle Operators’ Association 
Brackley and District Chamber of Trade 

National Farmers’ Union (Northamptonshire County Branch) 

National Union of Agricultural Workers 
Northamptonshire Rural Community Council 

Northamptonshire and Soke of Peterborough Federation of Women’s 
Institutes 

Transport and General Workers Union (Northampton Regional Branch) 
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Appendix II 

Results of Experimental Bus Services 



Lincolnshire 

(1) New weekday service — one journey in each direction between Welsdale 
Bottom and Louth — operated by the Lincolnshire Road Car Company Ltd. 
under a guarantee of £21 per week provided jointly by Lindsey County Council 
and the Ministry of Transport. Discontinued after 1 3 weeks. 



Week ending 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
£ s. d. 


12. 9.64 


91 


5 17 11 


19. 9.64 


120 


7 2 6 


26. 9.64 


133 


9 5 4 


3.10.64 


108 


7 5 1 


10.10.64 


121 


8 9 6 


17.10.64 


133 


9 1 2 


24.10.64 


129 


8 7 2 


31.10.64 


109 


7 6 9J 


7.11.64 


105 


6 9 4J 


14.11.64 


103 


6 7 8} 


21.11.64 


127 


8 1 10 


28.11.64 


90 


8 0 7} 


5.12.64 


92 


8 14 111 




1,461 


100 19 11} 



Total guaranteed running costs=£273 
Receipts from fares =£100 19 11} 



Balance paid to operator 



= £172 0 0} 



(2) Carriage of ordinary fare-paying passengers on two school buses operated 
by the Lincolnshire Road Car Company Ltd. under road service licence. One 
journey in each direction between Welsdale Bottom and Louth (service 51) 
and between Cawkwell Hill Top and Louth (service 51a) on school days only. 
Continuing indefinitely. 



Week ending 


Passengers 


Receipts 




(Service 51) 


(Service 51a) 


(Service 51) 


(Service 51a) 








£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


12.12.64 


15 


4 


2 13 1 


4 4 


19.12.64 


6 


12 


10 4 


14 1 



(SCHOOL HOLIDAYS UNTIL 6th JANUARY) 
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Week ending 


Passengers 


Receipts 






(Service 51) 


(Service 51a) 


(Service 51) (Service 51 








£ s. d. 


s. d. 


9. 1.65 


13 


— 


1 9 8 


NIL 


16. 1.65 


5 


3 


1 16 9 


5 11 


23. 1.65 


6 


10 


2 2 11 


13 11 


30. 1.65 


15 


10 


2 0 7 


14 10 


6. 2.65 


4 


6 


1 6 6 


9 7 


13. 2.65 


12 


7 


2 0 6 


11 11 


20. 2.65 


11 


4 


1 1 4 


6 2 




(SCHOOL HOLIDAYS FROM 18.2.65 UNTIL 23.2.65') 




27. 2.65 


14 


6 


1 6 0 


9 7 


6. 3.65 


7 


7 


13 6 


11 7 


13. 3.65 


5 


9 


6 1 


14 10 


20. 3.65 


8 


10 


1 1 9 


15 11 


Montgomeryshire 









(3) Re-instated Monday (market day) service operated by Mr. R. G. Gittins; 
one journey in each direction between Dolanog and Welshpool, under a 
guarantee of £3 5s. per return journey provided jointly by the Montgomeryshire 
County Council and the Ministry of Transport. Discontinued after 13 weeks. 



Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
£ s. d. 


30.11.64 


9 


1 10 1 


7.12.64 


12 


1 10 11 


14.12.64 


18 


2 14 7 


21.12.64 


20 


2 16 4 


28.12.64 NO SERVICE RUN OWING TO 


HEAVY SNOW 


4. 1.65 


7 


1 2 6 


11. 1.65 


6 


18 10 


18. 1.65 


12 


2 0 4 


25. 1.65 


6 


19 1 


1. 2.65 


13 


1 8 8 


8. 2.65 


11 


1 8 11 


15. 2.65 


7 


19 1 


22. 2.65 


25 


2 13 8 




146 


20 3 0 


Total guaranteed running costs=£39 




Receipts from fares 


= £20 3 0 




Balance paid to operator 


£18 17 0 





Northamptonshire 

(4) New Friday morning service — one journey in each direction between 
Helmdon and Brackley via Radstone— operated by Jeffs’ Coaches for 13 weeks 
under a guarantee of £2 per week provided entirely by the Brackley Borough 
Council. 
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The service was continued for a further 13 weeks under a similar guarantee 
provided by the Brackley and District Chamber of Trade. 



Ur Period of 13 weeks 


Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
£ s. d. 


6.11.64 


19 


I 3 


8 


13.11.64 


18 


1 2 


10 


20.11.64 


311 


1 17 


6 


27.11.64 


18 


1 3 


1 


4.12.64 


16 


1 0 


4 


11.12.64 


29 


1 16 


7 


18.12.64 


23 


1 9 


1 


1. 1.65 


14 


18 


8 


8. 1.65 


12 


15 


1 


15. 1.65 


12 


15 


3 


22. 1.65 


11 


13 


6 


29. 1.65 


12 


15 


1 


5. 2.65 


12 


15 


2 


227| 

Total guaranteed running costs— £26 
Receipts from fares =£14 5 10 

Balance paid to operator =£11 14 2 


14 5 


10 


2nd Period of 1 3 weeks 


Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
£ s. d. 


12. 2.65 


13 


16 


6 


19. 2.65 


4 


5 


1 


26. 2.65 


17 


1 0 


6 


5. 3.65 


4 


5 


0 


12. 3.65 


9 


11 


3 


19. 3.65 


101 


13 


3 


26. 3.65 


11 


13 


10 


2. 4.65 


10 


12 


8 


9. 4.65 


29 


1 16 


7 


16. 4.65 (good Friday) 2 


2 


7 


23. 4.65 


11 


13 


11 


30. 4.65 


12 


16 


3 


7. 5.65 


13 


16 


4 


1451 

Total guaranteed running costs=£26 
Receipts from fares =£9 3 9 

Balance paid to operator =£16 16 3 


9 3 


9 
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(5) New Tuesday evening return journey between Helmdon and Brackley 
via Radstone operated by Jeffs’ Coaches under a guarantee of £2 per week 
provided jointly by the Northamptonshire County Council and the Ministry 
of Transport. Intended to be operated for 13 weeks but discontinued after 



five weeks. 

Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 


26. 1.65 


1 


s. d. 
2 6 


2. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


9. 2.65 


1 


2 6 


16. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


23. 2.65 


— 


NIL 




— 


— 




2 


5 0 



Total guaranteed running costs=£10 0 0 
Receipts from fares =£- 5 0 



Balance paid to operator =£9 15 0 



(6) Extension of existing Thursday morning Banbury-Helmdon journey to 
serve Radstone operated by Webster’s Coaches under a guarantee of £1 per 
week provided jointly by the Northamptonshire County Council and the 
Ministry of Transport. Intended to be operated for 13 weeks but discontinued 
after eight weeks. 



Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
s. d. 


7. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


14. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


21. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


28. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


4. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


11. 2.65 


2 


4 6 


18. 2.65 


2 


4 6 


25. 2.65 


— 


NIL 




— 


— 




4 


9 0 



Total guaranteed running costs=£8 0 0 
Receipts from fares =£- 9 0 



Balance paid to operator =£7 11 0 



(7) New morning return journey on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays and a Friday afternoon return journey between Brackley and Syresham 
via Whitfield Turn operated by Midland Red under a guarantee of £10 5s. Od. 
per week. Intended to be operated for 13 weeks but discontinued after eight 
weeks. 
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11 a.m. Brackley — Syresham 



Week ending 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
s. d. 


29. 1.65 


i 


i i 


5. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


12. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


19. 2.65 


2 


2 2 


26. 2.65 


2 


1 9 


5. 3.65 


9 


8 4 


12. 3.65 


— 


NIL 


19. 3.65 


4 


3 9§ 




18 


17 li 



a.m. Syresham- 


-Brackley 




Week ending 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 






s. d. 


29. 1.65 


2 


2 5 


5. 2.65 


2 


2 2 


12. 2.65 


1 


1 4 


19. 2.65 


1 


1 1 


26. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


5. 3.65 


4 


4 04 


12. 3.65 


2 


2 2 


19. 3.65 


5 


5 0 




17 


18 24 



.m. Brackley- 


-Syresham ( Fri . only ) 




Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
s. d. 


29. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


5. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


12. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


19. 2.65 


1 


8 


26. 2.65 


1 


8 


5. 3.65 


— 


NIL 


12. 3.65 


— 


NIL 


19. 3.65 


1 


8 



3 


2 0 
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2.15 p.m. Syresham — Brackley ( Fri . only ) 



Date Passengers carried 

29. 1.65 3 

5. 2.65 — 

12. 2.65 1 

19. 2.65 3 

26. 2.65 3 

5. 3.65 4 

12. 3.65 2 

19. 3.65 ’ 5 



Receipts 
s. d. 

3 3 

NIL 
1 10 
2 5 
2 6 
2 iii 
1 7 

4 3i 



21 



18 10 



Total number of passengers carried =59 
Total receipts =£2 

Total guaranteed running costs =£82 

Balance paid to operator =£79 



16 2 
3 10 



(8) Retiming of certain Thursday journeys on Midland Red service 512 
between Banbury and Silverstone under a guarantee of approximately 6s. 6d. 
per week provided jointly by the Northamptonshire County Council and the 
Ministry of Transport. The experiment was successful and continued without 
guarantee after two weeks. 

Journeys Passengers carried Receipts 





2ith Jan. 4th Feb. 


28 th Jan. 
£ s. d. 


4 th Feb. 
£ s. d. 


12.35 p.m. Banbury — Silverstone 


3 


2 


2 5 


2 2 


1.30 p.m. Silverstone — Banbury 


14 


8 


14 li 


8 6 


4.35 p.m. Banbury — Silverstone 


17 


10 


16 5 


12 0 


5.30 p.m. Silverstone— Banbury 


1 


1 


2 8 
1 15 7i 


2 8 
1 5 4 



(9) Extension to Syresham of some Sunday journeys on Midland Red service 
500 from Banbury and Brackley under a guarantee of approximately £1 8s. Od. 
per week provided jointly by the Northamptonshire County Council and the 
Ministry of Transport. Intended to be operated for 13 weeks but discontinued 
after eight weeks. 
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12.25 p.m. Banbury— Syresham 



Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
s. d. 


24. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


31. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


7. 2.65 


i 


i i 


14. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


21. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


28. 2.65 


i 


i i 


7. 3.65 


— 


NIL 


14. 3.65 


— 


NIL 




2 


2 2 



Syresham- 

Date 


-Banbury 

Passengers carried 


Receipts 


24. 1.65 




3* 


£ s. d. 

4 31 


31. 1.65 




i 


2 8 


7. 2.65 




5 


9 9 


14. 2.65 




1 


2 8 


21. 2.65 




1 


2 8 


28. 2.65 




1 


2 8 


7. 3.65 




1 


8 


14. 3.65 




1 


2 8 



14 J 1 8 Oi 



4.20 p.m. Banbury — Syresham 

Date Passengers carried Receipts 

s. d. 



24. 


1.65 


— 


NIL 


31. 


1.65 


— 


NIL 


7. 


2.65 


— 


NIL 


14. 


2.65 


— 


NIL 


21. 


2.65 


— 


NIL 


28. 


2.65 


— 


NIL 


7. 


3.65 


1 


1 1 


14. 


3.65 


— 


NIL 



1 1 1 
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5.5 p.m. Syresham — Banbury 



Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
s. d. 


24. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


31. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


7. 2.65 


3 


3 3 


14. 2.65 


1 


1 1 


21. 2.65 


2 


2 2 


28. 2.65 


2 


5 4 


7. 3.65 


— 


NIL 


14. 3.65 


— 


NIL 



8 11 10 



Total number of passengers carried=25J 
Total receipts =£2 3 1£ 

Total guaranteed running costs =£11 4 0 

Balance paid to operator =£9 0 10 J 

(10) Extension of Banbury — Brackley evening journey on Mondays to 
Saturdays to Syresham operated by Midland Red under a guarantee of £3 3s. 6d. 
per week provided jointly by the Northamptonshire County Council and the 
Ministry of Transport. Intended to be operated for 13 weeks but discontinued 
after eight weeks. 



Week ending 


Passengers 


carried 


Receipts 










£ s. d. 


29. 1.65 


8 






14 11 


5. 2.65 


9 






11 0 i 


12. 2.65 


8 






8 8 


19. 2.65 


6 






6 6 


26. 2.65 


10 






14 6 


5. 3.65 


13 






12 8 


12. 3.65 


15 






15 7 


19. 3.65 


11 






12 7J 




80 






4 16 6 


Total guaranteed running costs=£23 


16 


3(a) 




Receipts from fares 


=£ 4 


16 


6 




Balance paid to operator 


=£18 


19 


9 





(11) Extension to Helmdon and retiming of early and late afternoon journeys 
on Sundays of Greatworth— Banbury service. Operated by Midland Red under 
a guarantee of £1 7s. 6d. per week provided jointly by the County Council and 
the Ministry of Transport. Intended to be operated for 13 weeks but dis- 
continued after eight weeks. 



(a) This figure allows for some services which could not be operated. 
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Date 


Passengers carried 


Receipts 
£ s. d. 


24. 1.65 


3 


5 3 


31. 1.65 


— 


NIL 


7. 2.65 


2 


4 6 


14. 2.65 


10 


1 0 0 


21. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


28. 2.65 


— 


NIL 


7. 3.65 


4 


8 9 


14. 3.65 


4 


8 3 



23 



2 6 9 



Total guaranteed running costs=£ll 0 0 
Receipts from fares =£2 6 9 



Balance paid to operator =£8 13 3 



£6 
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